ABE messages to address difficult questions

ABE Questions

1. The public already paid for a free education system for these folks.  Why should we pay for it again?

· When adults are in a position to learn, we need to provide them with the opportunity to gain the skills to support their families and earn livable wage jobs.
2. Why didn’t the adults in these programs learn the first time?  If they didn’t or couldn’t learn, then isn’t it their problem now?

· There are lots of reasons why adults need basic education.  When adults are in a position to learn, we need to provide them with the opportunity to gain the skills to support their families and earn livable wage jobs

3. Our state is struggling to meet the costs of educating all our children.  Shouldn’t we focus our resources on the next generation and solve the problem of adult illiteracy out into the future?
· We can’t afford not to give everyone the opportunity to learn.
· The workforce needs every possible, skilled worker to keep the economy strong.

· Teach the mother, reach the child.

4. If this is such a big deal, how come I don’t know anyone who didn’t graduate from high school, can’t read, etc.?  Who are these people?
· People who lack basic literacy skills are in your community/ neighborhood -  hidden, but everywhere.  They often work two or three jobs – you see them working in your doctor’s office, behind a cash register, repairing your car, cooking and serving your food, fixing your plumbing, carrying your bags, etc.
· One in six adults in Washington lack the basic educational skills to succeed in the workplace and community, and with their own families.
5. Does this kind of education really work?  What difference does it make to a bunch of adults who are figuring out some way to make it in the world anyway? 
· Every worker who is willing to work even harder to get better skills, deserves to have one, livable wage job.
6. How do we know that this is a good investment of public dollars and not just another hand out?
· Business leaders across our state consistently tell us that they can’t find the skilled workers to keep their businesses competitive.  That was true even when the number of people unemployed was highest.

ESL Questions

1. Why are we paying for programs filled with a bunch of illegal immigrants?  How do you know that the people you’re teaching are really even supposed to be here?
· Business leaders across our state consistently tell us that they can’t find the skilled workers to keep their businesses competitive – true even when the number of people unemployed was highest.
· Every worker who is willing to work even harder to get better skills, deserves to have one, livable wage job.
2. If these people wanted to come here so badly, why didn’t they learn to speak English before they came?   Isn’t it their responsibility to pay for their own education now that they are here?
· We can’t afford not to give everyone the opportunity to learn.

· The workforce needs every possible, skilled worker to keep the economy strong.

· Teach the mother, reach the child.
3. Why would Americans pay for a program to train foreigners to take away good jobs from Americans?
· We can’t afford not to give everyone the opportunity to learn.

· The workforce needs every possible, skilled worker to keep the economy strong.

· Teach the mother, reach the child.
4. Are we providing English language education to terrorists?
· No.  Every one of Washington’s adults who is willing to work hard to get better skills, deserves to have one, livable wage job.

5. People who barely speak English are everywhere – stores, my doctor’s office, answering phones at every business – and I can’t understand a thing they say.  If you are doing such a good job, why is it getting worse?
· The system that provides adult literacy isn’t getting enough resources to keep pace with the growing need.

