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SBCTC AGENCY

A group of system representatives from ARC, FAC, ATC, and IC met to determine courses that fit requirements in HB 1795, passed in 2011, that requires a one year academic credential and associated courses that transfer to all public universities as general education credits.   The group was able to identify CTC general education courses that satisfy university general education requirements based upon a matrix of courses provided by the public universities.  Due to complications associated with financial aid, our system will not create a formal credential but rather will publish a list of courses that meet HB 1795 requirements.  We have titled the list of courses “Washington 45.”  The list has been reviewed by system groups and will be adopted late winter/early spring by the Joint Transfer Council (formerly JAOG) and placed into the ICRC handbook late spring.
In 2011, HB 1808 was passed that required AP, IB and CLEP test score and course equivalent information to be posted on the HECB web page. Test score and equivalent information for AP tests is now on the HECB web page at http://www.hecb.wa.gov/sites/default/files/CTCsAndIntro.pdf.  We will begin collecting similar data for IB and CLEP this winter which will fulfill the requirement in HB 1795.
2012 LEGISLATIVE NEWS
Several bills of significance are being closely monitored with ongoing testimony and negotiations involving SBCTC staff and system representatives, mostly presidents, with bill sponsors.  They include:

· HB 2345, SB 6288, and HB 2503 which require priority registration for veterans.  We are working to minimize the impact of this bill on work load while still showing support for our veteran students.

· HB 2336 requires an open license of courseware developed with state funds.  We are working to determine the goal of legislators sponsoring this bill because it is so broad and will have a significant work load impact on colleges.

· SB 6322 allows nonprofit institutions recognized by Washington (specifically WGU) to be eligible to participate in State Need Grant.  We support WGU but seek additional State Need Grant funds for our students not served this past year.

· SB 6267 creates a task force on improving access to higher education for students with disabilities.  We are concerned about this bill and have been active, with Disability Support Services representatives from campuses, in trying to eliminate elements that would negatively impact students and workload.

· HB 2436 requires students to meet with an academic advisor at least once per quarter.  We are working in opposition to this bill due to the workload burden on campuses.
There are a number of higher education governance bills.  We are working with presidents to support those bills that will not negatively impact our system.

There have been federal changes to Pell Grant eligibility – specifically taking away “ability to benefit” and reducing the number of quarters for eligibility from 18 to 12.  We are working with our federal partners to change this bill while attempting to have the HECB maintain “ability to benefit” language in the State Need Grant.
BUDGET
The Governor’s budget proposal cuts 13 percent from community and technical colleges.  We won’t know the actual budget, and therefore, the actual cut to our system until the budget is finalized.
EFFICIENCY STUDY
Work groups across the state continue to work on efficiencies approved by the presidents.
TECHNOLOGY
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All colleges formed their own ctcLink College Team and identified their Subject Matter Experts (SMEs).  Work sessions scheduled in December and January helped college teams solidify their role at their campus and provided tools and best practices for campus-wide involvement and communication.

Next Steps 

· Final release of RFP targeted for March 2012 

· Vendor selection and contract negotiations in spring 2012 

Full details available at ctcLink.
Commission/Council WebPages

The SBCTC website is being updated to bring it into ADA compliance.  Your council pages may look different and some content may be moved, but everything will still be there.  If you need help finding something, contact Lynette Anderson at landerson@sbctc.edu.
REPORTS
Common Course Numbering: Work Group Report.  From the 2011 legislative session, HB 1795 directed the directed the Higher Education Coordinating Board, the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges, and the Council of Presidents to form a work group and report to the legislature in December on common course numbering between and among all colleges.  The final report will be posted soon.[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10]
