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DeCosmo, UW representative to JTC

The Joint Transfer Council (JTC – formerly Joint Access Oversight Group or JAOG) is considering the adoption of the following statement with regard to the preparation of community college graduates in computer science, specifically as it relates to eligibility requirements for engineering majors at WSU and UW. See attached chart for a summary of entry and graduation requirements across the state’s baccalaureate institutions. 

In order to ease the transfer of Community College students to Baccalaureate Institutions, we propose that requirements for introductory programming in the languages C++ and Java should be considered as equal in terms of meeting the transfer requirements.



WSU response (via Bob Olsen)
The faculty of the School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science has decided to retain the two-semester requirement of CPTS 121 and 122, a C++ - based computer science curriculum - for entry into the electrical engineering, computer engineering, and computer science majors. However, in order to improve access to the major for community college transfers who have taken one or two semesters of a Java-based computer science curriculum, they have initiated a 1-credit course which will be delivered during the first half of the semester that helps students make the transition from Java- to a C++ - based computer science curriculum.  Each transfer student’s transcript will be evaluated for the appropriate level of computer science at entry to the computer and electrical engineering majors.

The issue is not relevant to other engineering majors at WSU.

UW response

It has been the practice of UW engineering to evaluate community college transfer students’ transcripts for the pre-requisite computer science courses Comp Sci 142 and 143 (or equivalents) upon admission to the UW. While 142 and 143 are taught with a Java-based curriculum at the UW, courses taught based on other computer languages (C++, for example), are accepted if judged to be equivalent to the UW curriculum, regardless of the computer language used in the course. Since most community colleges do offer 142 and 143 equivalent courses, this is not a big issue for transfer students seeking admission to UW’s engineering programs. 

Note: According to the College of Engineering advising staff, a small number of students who complete 142 in an equivalent curriculum that is not Java-based and then seek to finish the requirement by taking 143 at the UW in the Java-based curriculum do struggle with the transition to the new language. This issue happens more frequently with EE majors than with CSE majors. 
