
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL STATE BOARD MEETING 
CONFERENCE CALL 

 
September 26, 2005 

4:00 p.m. 
State Board Office – Bell Conference Room 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 

4:00 p.m. 1.  Call to Order/Roll Call 
 
  2.  Tuition Waivers for Students Dislocated by   TAB 1 
       Hurricane Katrina (Resolution 05-09-21) (Action)  
 
4:30 p.m. 3.  Adjourn Special Meeting      
 
 

 



STATE BOARD SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA ITEM          TAB 1 
 
 
Subject (Action) 
 
A resolution (effective immediately) authorizing local college boards of trustees to establish an 
operating fee waiver for citizens from Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida displaced as 
a result of Hurricane Katrina (Resolution 05-09-21). 
 
Background 
 
Immediately following the devastating impacts of Hurricane Katrina, the two-year colleges in the 
State of Washington began receiving numerous inquiries related to the Katrina relief effort.  The 
Governor’s Office and the Colleges in particular have been interested in the State Board's 
willingness to authorize a tuition waiver for the specific purpose of assisting Gulf Coast evacuees 
who have relocated to Washington.  As a result of those inquiries, State Board staff convened a 
conference call with the Presidents' Executive Committee on Monday September 19 to discuss 
this issue and gather feedback.  Staff also sought feedback from the rest of the presidents via an 
email message requesting their input. 
 
Following this input from the college presidents, staff believes it is appropriate for the State 
Board to call a special board meeting for the purpose of creating a specific operating fee waiver 
authority for the colleges to utilize at their local discretion. 
 
Additional authority is needed because the colleges do not have an adequate tuition waiver 
authority at this time for this specific purpose.  Currently colleges could rely on the “needy” 
waiver (RCW 28B.15.740), but that is capped at three-quarters of one percent of all tuition 
revenues for non-resident students.  With the existing utilization of this waiver, the cap could be 
problematic if more than a few evacuees register at any one college.   Over the last five years, 
most colleges have also adopted a non-resident tuition differential waiver that was granted to 
them by the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges under the authority of RCW 
28B.15.915.  However, that authority only allows colleges to discount operating fees down to the 
resident rates.  What is not provided by the two waiver categories described above is the ability 
for colleges to waive the entire operating fee (even the resident rate) for Gulf Coast evacuees if 
they show in numbers greater than one or two at a given college.  Nor can colleges offer a 
specific categorical waiver for certain non-residents at this time without offering it to every non-
resident. 
 
To provide colleges with the authority to waive all tuition for this specific group of people, the 
State Board will need to adopt a separate operating fee waiver under the authority of RCW 
28B.15.915.  (Please see Governor’s proclamation attached.) 
 
Recommendation 
 
State Board staff recommends that the Board adopt Resolution 05-09-21 authorizing local 
community college boards of trustees to adopt a specific tuition waiver to address evacuees who 
have come to the State of Washington following the effects of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Prepared by Chris Reykdal 
September 22, 2006  





   

TAB 1 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 

STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGES 
 

RESOLUTION 05-09-21 
 
 

A resolution (effective immediately) authorizing local college boards of trustees to establish an 
operating fee waiver for citizens from Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida displaced as 
a result of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
 WHERAS Hurricane Katrina has created substantial devastation to colleges and 
universities throughout the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida; and 
 
 WHERAS thousands of students have been displaced from their communities and have 
been unable to engage in their higher education goals as a result of the hurricane; and 
 
 WHERAS the Governor of the State of Washington, Christine O. Gregoire, has declared 
a State of Emergency in Washington and has mobilized public agencies to respond to displaced 
citizens from the gulf region; and 
 
 WHERAS the State Board has the authority to authorize tuition waivers in accordance 
with RCW 28B.15.915; 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the State Board for Community and Technical 
Colleges authorizes local college boards of trustees to establish a tuition waiver to be utilized 
only by students from Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida who were displaced as a 
result of Hurricane Katrina and who seek entrance into a Washington Community College: 

1. Colleges may waive all or a portion of operating fees for a period not to exceed one year 
from the date of adoption. 

2. Local boards of trustees must take formal action to adopt a local waiver for this purpose 
before a grant of the waiver may be provided to entering students. 

3. Any college that chooses to adopt a waiver for this purpose shall use a uniform code (fee 
pay status) established by the Center for Information Services in consultation with the 
State Board for Community and Technical Colleges. 

4. Waivers granted for this purpose will not be included in the statutory waiver limit 
established by RCW 28B.15.910 for the community colleges as a whole. 

5. Each college shall establish their own policies for documenting a displaced student from 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, or Florida. 

6. Colleges are encouraged to work with the Governor’s Office, The Military Department of 
the State of Washington, other state and local agencies, and local non-profit 
organizations, to coordinate response efforts and benefits to displaced students. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State Board for Community and Technical 
Colleges grants to local boards of trustees the flexibility to implement this waiver authority by all 
means necessary to address issues not explicitly identified in this resolution. 
 



 

Resolution 05-09-21 
Page 2  
 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State Board for Community and Technical 
Colleges delegates to the executive director the authority to expand the scope of this temporary 
waiver to address emergent needs as declared or instructed from the Office of the Governor of 
the State of Washington. 

 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED on September 26, 2005. 
 
 

 
      ______________________________ 
      Jim Garrison, Chair 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Earl Hale, Secretary 
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