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Columbia Basin College-local capital expenditure authority for safety,
accessibility, and wayfinding improvements at Saraceno Way

Brief Description

Columbia Basin College seeks approval to spend up to spend up to $2,750,000 to enhance safety,
accessibility, and wayfinding for pedestrians and cyclists and to improve safety and security through
additional lighting, crosswalks, and signaling at Saraceno Way.

How does this item link to the State Board’s Strategic Plan?

This project supports student success by providing modern and relevant facilities and increasing
access and retention to populations who can benefit most from college.
Background information and analysis

Saraceno Way presents several challenges, including minimal lighting, a lack of dedicated bike
lanes, inconsistent sidewalks, and a general lack of cohesion and consistency that makes it difficult
for students and the public to access campus safely and efficiently.

This project will address these issues by improving safety and accessibility for pedestrians and
cyclists, increasing the visibility and security of the entrance with enhanced lighting, improving
crosswalks and signaling, and installing updated signage, traffic calming measures, and monitoring
systems.

Columbia Basin College’s Board of Trustees approved this local capital expenditure increase request
on 9/9/2024.
Recommendation/preferred result

Staff recommends approval of Resolution 25-02-06 giving Columbia Basin College authority to spend
up to $2,750,000 in local funds for the necessary improvements to Saraceno Way.

Policy Manual Change Yes 1 No
Prepared by: Darrell Jennings

360-704-4382, djennings@sbctc.edu
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGES
RESOLUTION 25-02-06

A resolution relating to the improvement of Saraceno Way authorizing Columbia Basin College to
spend up to $2,750,000 to enhance safety, accessibility, and wayfinding for pedestrians and cyclists
and to improve safety and security through additional lighting, crosswalks, and signaling.

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 28B.50 and State Board policy, 6.20 the State Board any expenditure
of capital funds, any expenditure for a capital purpose, and each capital improvement project
affecting educational facilities, must be approved by the State Board; and

WHEREAS, Saraceno Way serves as the main entrance to campus, bringing students directly to the
heart of the campus and providing access to critical student services, including admissions,
registration, counseling, and advising; and

WHEREAS, the current condition of Saraceno Way presents several challenges, including minimal
lighting, a lack of dedicated bike lanes, inconsistent sidewalks, and a general lack of cohesion and
consistency that makes it difficult for students and the public to access campus safely and
efficiently; and

WHEREAS, this project will address these issues by improving safety and accessibility for pedestrians
and cyclists, increasing the visibility and security of the entrance with enhanced lighting, improving
crosswalks and signaling, installing updated signage, traffic calming measures, and monitoring
systems; and

WHEREAS, the project is expected to significantly improve the flow of traffic, enhance the overall
safety and user experience on campus, and ensure that the main entrance to campus is more
welcoming, accessible, and functional for all visitors; and

WHEREAS, Columbia Basin College’s Board of Trustees approved this local capital expenditure
request increase of $2,750,000 on 9/9/2024.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges
authorizes Columbia Basin College to spend up to $2,750,000, in local funds for the necessary
improvements to Saraceno Way to enhance safety, accessibility, and wayfinding for pedestrians and
cyclists, as well as improve safety and security with additional lighting, improved crosswalks, and
updated signage, traffic calming, and monitoring systems.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges authorizes
the Executive Director to make adjustments to this action, including any necessary changes to the
State Board’s Policy Manual, as necessary, for actions taken by the Governor, Legislature, data
corrections, externally imposed restrictions or guidelines, uniform accounting and reporting
requirements, and unanticipated changes in state or federal law.
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