Burning Questions 
CBS Meeting May 15-16, 2025

Q. Can we get an overview of the state budget as it relates to the federal budget?
A. In the state budget we have the New Arrival funds (~$3.2m) and the I-BEST Expansion funds ($750,000.) These funds are intended as supplemental funds to support federal and local investments in adult basic education. 
I’m not 100% sure what is meant by “as it relates” to the federal budget, but the state funds are intended to supplement the federal investment. Should the federal funds go away, though, we would retain these state funds as long as they are in the state budget, which is not tied to the federal budget.



Q. If we get the BEdA grant and BEdA is eliminated, would funding go through 25/26?
A. We are currently funded through September 30, 2025. If we are not funded after that we may (not guaranteed) have some unspent funds that we could continue to draw on to fund programs for a short period of time. This is uncharted territory for us so it is not entirely clear what the process would look like if we were to no longer be federally funded.

Q. How and when will the SFRA impact corrections education students that are funded by PELL?	Comment by Troy Goracke: We will need to add links to these before we send this out.
·  Will there be a PEP SFRA?
A. We do not anticipate any impacts at this time for corrections education students.


Q. Any update on the analysis / collection of data from colleges? RE: get rid of CASAS project?
A. Analysis of Fall Quarter (the initial quarter) of data was mixed.  Due to priorities during the legislative session, the analysis of Winter Quarter was postponed.  The SBCTC Research Team expects to have an initial analysis of the first year by the end of July 2025.  Also, the Innovations Committee has decided to extend the research project out an additional year (2025-26). 

[bookmark: _Int_YWdWHs6G]Q. Why aren’t ctclink id’s in Laces?
A. ctcLink IDs (EMPLIDs) are in LACES under the category Student External ID which you can add to any view or use the pre-built Student Integration view.


Q. Which colleges are already funneling the tuition to their BEdA programs?
A. Our system auditor is adding this to future reviews, to ensure that program income comes back to BEdA.


[bookmark: _Hlk198212547]Q.  Biennial conference summer 2026- is there a plan to include 
CBS in the planning process?
A. While CBS was not included in the intricacies of conference planning for the 2024 BEdA Biennial Conference, MarcusAntonio gave related updates to CBS as part of PD updates. Kate Orellana plans to do the same for the 2026 BEdA Biennial Conference.  Kate is willing to discuss a greater role for CBS in the conference planning if the group feels strongly about greater involvement.


Q.  I cannot find:
· A link to the new WA state education plan for 2023-27
· Professional development activities for 2023-27
· Following the grant competition for 2023
A. A. wioaplans.ed.gov. Select WA State, 2024, then go to VI. Program-specific Requirements for Core Programs




Q. Can someone at the SBCTC advocate or check in on our enhancement request put in a year ago? Remember we got a written promise to prioritize.
A. YES



Q. What is the official designation from the SBCTC....LEP or??
· Is it ESL, ELA or ELL?
Please don't say it's a local decision – our program would like to align with the SBCTC
A.  The Federal view and what SBCTC uses is that English Language Acquisition is the program/class and English Language Learner is the students. 


Q. How does the SFRA impact waivers for tuition?
· How does it impact CBO’s or those that do not use ctclink? 
A.  The tuition waiver process is not related to the SFRA.  A student would still need to fill it out even if their BEdA tuition was waived.
B. The SFRA does not affect the CBOs.


Q. How has AI impacted the way SBCTC is governing / setting guidance?
A. SBCTC Education Division has an AI workgroup that is discussing impacts of AI. This is preliminary work that is just getting underway. I’m not sure what is meant by AI impacting how SBCTC governs.

Q. What is the backup plan if the budget is cut? Is there a financial backup plan for funding at the state level?
A. There is no funding available to replace the federal funding. At the state level,  we have the ~$3.2 million for New Arrivals and the $750,000 for I-BEST. At the local level colleges receive additional funding through the weighted BEdA FTE, and of course many of you have local contracts such as the ORIA LEP program and Open Doors.


Q. BEdA program review – Improving transparency & improving stakeholder involvement	
1. Updating website
a. Include cycles and scheduling info
b. Documents and process
2. Current tools and stakeholder input
a. Which prompts are federally required
b. Which are local decisions?
3. Rubric for rating responses?
4. Who is rating our responses?
5. How do providers give feedback on the process?

A. A. We have received this feedback and are discussing it. Our process is built on the federal regulations that guide grant management and administrative oversight and is different from more academically-defined accreditation and program review processes.







