Workforce Education Council Business Meeting Minutes
May 8, 2026
Call to Order
The Workforce Education Council business meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m.
Approval of Previous Minutes
Wendy Fox moved to approve the Winter 2026 meeting minutes. Tsai-En Chang seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report was presented. 
WEC Executive Team Election
Candidates for the WEC Executive Team addressed the membership. Candidates included:
· Wendy Fox, Olympic College
· Renuka Prabhaker, whose remarks were shared by Chris Russell
· Christa Zinke
· Jason Boatwright
· Warren Takata
· Cindy Walker
Following the election, the following members were elected to the WEC Executive Team:
· Warren Takata
· Jason Boatwright
· Wendy Fox
· Cindy Walker
· Renuka Prabhaker
The FY27 WEC Executive Team leadership was announced as follows:
· Ferdinand Orbino, Chair
· Keri Lobdell, Past Chair
· Becky Wood, Recorder
· Kathy Albin, Member at Large
· Kristi Lagrutta, Member at Large
The council recognized the departing Executive Team members:
· Michael Reese
· Lauren Hadley
· Rickitia Reed, Treasurer
· Cristy Doyle
Recognition of William “Bill” Belden
On behalf of the council, Keri Lobdell recognized William “Bill” Belden for his leadership and service supporting the WEC Executive Team, Perkins, and program approval.
Presentation: Advisory Committee Practices
Ashley Purdin, Dean of Technical Education at Spokane Community Colleges, presented on advisory committee practices.
Gold Mine Sessions
Members participated in facilitated table discussions addressing the following topics:
· Continued discussion of Workforce Pell
· Faculty professional development and curriculum supports related to student support
· Advisory committee practices
· Accreditation reform questions, concerns, and ideas
· Canvas disruptions
Leadership Transition
The outgoing chair formally passed the gavel to the incoming chair.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 10:58 a.m.
Minutes submitted for approval at the Fall 2026 meeting.

