Greetings, CTE Directors and Coordinators! 

Welcome to the start of the new school year! We hope you had a relaxing and fun summer with some well-deserved time off. We’re writing with a few updates from SVC. 

CTE Dual Credit Support 
The most exciting news is that SVC has added capacity to support our partners. CTE Dual Credit Coordinator Ali Holmes has worked on our CTE Dual Credit website this summer to make it clearer and more accessible. Students and families can now look up which classes are articulated to Skagit at each high school by clicking on the arrow below their mascot. In addition, you and your teachers can now request support using this new web form; it’s especially useful for requesting classroom visits and presentations. You and your staff can also reach out to Ali directly at ali.holmes@skagit.edu with all CTE Dual Credit questions and requests.	Comment by Michael Reese: Maybe move up to the para on web improvements?	Comment by Michael Reese: A couple thoughts here.  1) Form completion time is surely less than 8-10 minutes; 2) You could be inundated with requests to attend college and career fairs from this. Not sure how we want to handle messaging around that, but we should strategize on this angle.	Comment by Ali Holmes: Maybe we could say something like "Materials including PDF directions and a how-to video on how to apply to the OAAP" will be uploaded to our website. If you need extra help, please request support suing this new web form.

Improving Transcription and Moving Away from SERS
As you know, the current system of CTE Dual Credit has some key weaknesses: credits show up at the bottom of college transcripts, impacting transferability; transcription often happens months after students complete the class, creating headaches for seniors; and simply getting data on which credits have been transcribed can be challenging. 

We have heard your concerns, and we have found a solution: we are going to have CTE Dual Credit students admitted as regular college students while they are taking their classes instead of processing transcriptions after the fact via SERS. SVC is one of two colleges piloting this new approach this year with support from the State Board for Community & Technical Colleges and the Northwest ESD. 

The new approach will provide other benefits as well. CTE Dual Credit students will be able to access resources like the electronic collections of the SVC Library and advising supports that require an SVC student number. High-school-to-college transitions will be improved. Students will be more aware that they are earning college credit earlier in the process.

Given the limitations of SERS, this shift means that students and teachers will need to use a new platform, the Online Admissions Application Portal. We know that learning a new portal can be a lift, but we are committed to supporting teachers and students along the way. We will have video and text help guides, and we’re happy to train staff and visit classrooms to provide assistance. We will have more information for you about the new processes in the first half of September.

Next Steps
1) Review draft interlocal agreements. Everyone received their draft interlocal agreement earlier this month. These agreements make if official that we are not charging our K-12 partners for CTE Dual Credit. Yay! Please pay careful attention to the list of articulated courses on those draft agreements to make sure everything looks good. Once we have the green light from you, we’ll send out the agreements for official signatures. (Thanks to those of you who’ve already completed this step!)
2) Watch for teacher verification forms. We do not intend to use SERS to build course and teacher lists this year, so there’s no need for you to build out information in SERS either. Instead, Ali will soon send you teacher verification forms to quickly review, remove folks who left the district, and add new teachers.
3) Start preparing to send course rosters. A key element of the new process is that we’ll be asking you for course rosters. These rosters will help us ensure that all students eligible to earn dual credit actually get that credit. We’re going to ask for two pieces of information that may not commonly come on Skyward rosters—students’ birthdate and their graduation year (or grade level). We know that rosters are still shifting in many classes, so there’s no need to run reports just yet. But you may wish to let your registrar/office manager or whoever builds Skyward reports know that this request will be coming soon. The fields that we will be requesting are:
· Student First Name
· Student Last Name
· Student Email Address
· Student Birthdate (we need this to help disambiguate students with similar names)
· High School Student ID #
· Graduation Year (or Grade Level)
· Name of Dual-Credit Class
· Teacher of Dual-Credit Class
4) For those about to rock. . .  I mentioned last spring that we’ll soon be starting up a new advisory committee of CTE Directors and Coordinators across the region. We’ll have a scheduling poll and a request for topics to discuss out to you all at some point in September. But in the meanwhile, I wanted to let you that we’d settled on a working title for the group: the Skagit Advisory Committee for Dual Credit, Skagit AC/DC. And, yes, you can tell students that that you’re going to be a member of AC/DC.

Thank you for all that you do. Don’t hesitate to reach out if and when questions pop up.

Wishing you all the best in the new school year!
Michael and the CTE Dual Credit Crew


